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Observing 15th Parthenium Awareness Week at KVK – Perambalur 
 

Parthenium  is an alien weed which entered  into India along with wheat imported from 

USA in the early 1950s. Since then it has spread alarmingly and invaded about 35 million 

hectares of land throughout the country. Parthenium is a noxious and number one dangerous 

terrestrial weed because of its harmful effects both to humans and to biodiversity. It is an 

aggressive colonizer of wasteland, road sides, railway sides, water courses, cultivated fields, 

and overgrazed pastures. Parthenium plant contains chemicals, like parthenin, hysterin, 

hymenin, and ambrosin, and due to the presence of these chemicals, the weed exerts strong 

allelopathic effects on different crops. Parthenin has been reported as a germination and radical 

growth inhibitor in a variety of dicot and monocot plants. Parthenium weed is toxic to animals 

causing dermatitis with pronounced skin lesions on various animals including horses and 

cattles. If eaten, it is responsible for mouth ulcers with excessive salivation. The pollen grains, 

airborne dried plant parts, and roots of parthenium cause various allergies like contact 

dermatitis, hay fever, asthma, and bronchitis in human beings. About its menace and 

environmental consequences, Directorate of Weed Research Jabalpur every year launches 

Parthenium awareness week to educate farmers on its ill effects on biodiversity, human and 

animal health. 

In view of the seriousness and magnitude of the threat posed by this weed, ICAR-

Directorate of Weed Research (DWR), Jabalpur has been organizing mass awareness 

programmes since 2004 to educate the farmers and general public about the harmful effects 

of Parthenium and ways of its management by involving all State Agricultural Universities 

(SAUs), Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVKs) and other organizations. 

Fifteenth 'Parthenium Awareness Week’ has been observed by KVK, Perambalur, Tamil 

Nadu during 16-22 August, 2020 to make farmers and general public aware about the menace 

of Parthenium. Mr.J.Kathiravan, SMS (Horticulture) organized programmes such as i) 

Eradication Parthenium in KVK farm by involving 7 labourers and they were taught about the 

harmful effects of Parthenium on 17.8.20.  ii) Awareness has been created about the harmful 

effects of parthenium and its control measures. Ten farmers were participated in the programme 

which was conducted on 19.8.20 at Sirumathur (DFI village). Iii) During the online training 

programmes conducted under ATMA awareness has been created through power point 



presentation. A total of 160 farmers and 22 extension officials have attended the programmes 

conducted on 20th and 21st August 2020. 
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